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art of divination by inspection of the membrane, Amnios,
in which the unborn child is wrapped—fantastic effort of
a seeker after Truth. He was one of those double-faced
historians, who wrote one set of memoirs for the highest
bidder; (Popes whom they despised, Dukes whom they
privately reviled,) and a second set of memoirs for the
enemies of the patrons of the first. His Life of the Lord
Leo P.P. X (Giovanni de' Medici) is a specimen. Even
during his life, he was considered to be a flagrant liar. He
used to say, with a dog-like knowledge of his masters the
"people" who "desire to be deceived/3 that the centuries
would give his written lies the force of truth. He used
an affected and flamboyant rather than a pure style; and
was the inferior of Guicciardini. The Lord Clement P.P.
VII (Giulio de' Medici), to be rid of his incessant im-
portunity, gave him the bishopric of Nocera; and he died
in 1552*
Who, therefore, wishes to believe Messer Francesco
Guicciardini uncorroborated, or corroborated by Messer
Paolo Giovio, will do so on his own responsibility.
Let it be noted that both Giovio and Guicciardini were
Roman Catholics. Their calumnies against the Lord Alex-
ander P.P. VI are their own; and were not invented by
dissenters from their creed. The said calumnies very natu-
rally had been adopted by these last as articles of faith;
and repeated usque ad nauseam; or resented, with the most
unconvincing and inane half-heartedness, by a majority
of modern and soi-disant enlightened Roman Catholics,
who fear (positively they shew every sign of fear) to
credit their own learned clergy of the present day, Leonetti,
Velron, Cerri, and Ollivier, to say nothing of the laity, e.g.,
Comte Rene de Maricourt, who have laboured for justice
to the maligned Borgia. Will these astonishingly incon-
sistent persons prefer to believe the opinion of an atheist,
who was incidentally a man of common sense? It is Vol-

